
Products, including diabetes, cardiovascular and rheumatoid arthritis treat-

ments are to be reviewed  

 

A statement has been issued by Germanys Federal Joint Committee (G-BA) 

saying it is looking at products of “economic importance” with a high vol-

ume of sales in a number of therapeutic areas. 

 

The review is being carried out using the AMNOG pricing structure which 

came into force in January 2011.  

 
http://healthmedicinet.com/i/germany-looks-at-price-cuts-on-big-selling-drugs/ 

Big sellers in Germany are to have prices reduced 
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Differences in Irish drug prices 
 
A survey has found vast differences in prescription drug prices across 
Ireland. 
 
Some vary from 37% to as much as 199%. The average being 56% 
 
It was also found that a different range of policies relating to dispens-
ing fees increased the prices.  
 
Price’s for generics should be 50%-90% lower than the proprietary 
products price says Professor Michael Barry, he also says that Ire-
land has not had an effective generic drug market for many years and 
that this has to be tackled. 
 
http://www.rte.ie/news/2013/0325/378233-drug-prices/ 



GPs are being asked to change prescriptions due to shortages. 
 
British Medical Association prescribing lead Bill Beeby has said that 
GPs have a responsibility to raise awareness of shortages. 
 
A survey found that pharmacists spent two days a month chasing 
products that were out of stock. 
 
http://www.chemistanddruggist.co.uk/news-content/-/article_display_list/15539245/gps-must-raise-awareness-of-stock-shortages-bma-prescribing-lead-says 

The first preferred drugs list has been launched in Ireland. 
 
Products have been selected by the Health Service Executive (HSE)'s recently-
established Medicines Management Programme.   
 
Doctors are being asked to prescribe lansoprazole (Takeda's Zoton FasTab) and 
simvastatin (Merck & Co's Zocor) and to save money. 
 
7.5 million euros could be saved if  50% of prescriptions were Lansoprazole (Zoton 
Fastab) and 8 million if 25% if Simvastatin was prescribed. 
 
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/medicinesmanagement.html 

Knowledge of products shortages should be given by GPs 

Preferred drugs list launched for PPI’s and Statins 

PRICE WATCH ............ UK 
Higher prices mean market shortages 
 
Eight different products were the subject of price concessions by the Department 

of Health in March, indicating a wide variety of shortages in the primary-care sec-

tor. Three of them – indapamide 2.5mg tablets, isosorbide mononitrate 40mg tab-

lets and sertraline 100mg tablets – were given ‘no cheaper stock obtainable’ 

(NCSO) status, allowing pharmacists to dispense, and be reimbursed for, a more 

expensive alternative. This was unsurprising, given the products’ huge monthly 

average price rises, as shown in Figure 3. 

 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article 
from this month’s Generics Bulletin. 

WaveData  

Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis. 

www.generics-bulletin.com 

Page 2  
 



MONTHLY SERVICE Page 3 

For those of you who are not yet familiar with Synergist Rx, established in 2011, the com-
pany is dedicated to delivering innovation through intelligence led services to the pharmaceu-
tical Industry. 
 
Synergist Rx uses a fusion of technology, experience and market intelligence to create 
unique procurement solutions. 
 
The team consists of experienced buyers, IT analysts and operational experts , who have 
very quickly established a large customer base made up of both multiple and single branch 
pharmacies and dispensing doctors in the UK and NI. 
 
Unlike traditional buying groups, Synergist Rx aims to deliver structure to purchasing, en-
hanced margins and simplicity to operational processes, without affecting the customer's abil-
ity to retain control.  
 
For more information visit www.synergistrx.co.uk or email info@synergistrx.co.uk 

Sarah Gaughan 
Managing Director 

The world’s first pill to improve compliance by tracking when a patient takes their medicine 
has been launched by Lloyds Pharmacy. 
 
!0 pharmacies across the south east are taking part in a pilot, called the Lifenote system. 
 
Patients can be informed if they have missed their medicine and how much has been taken. 
 
A timeframe for the pilot has not been specified.  
 
http://mobihealthnews.com/15820/lloyds-pharmacies-to-sell-proteus-smart-pills-sensors/ 

Synergist Rx Company Profile 

The first sensor pill launched 



This bulletin now goes out to 3000 plus  people, and it is growing  each 
month. 

If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me 
know by the 15th May 2013, as I will be issuing the next one on the 22nd 

May 2013 
 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let 
them know about it. 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 
WaveData Ltd 

 
E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Wavedata 

WaveData — Top ten products  

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches 
of the online pricing data at http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the  

focus was in March 2013 

Indapamide Tabs 2.5mg 28 

Montelukast Tabs 10mg 28 

Montelukast Chewable Tabs S/F 4mg 28 

Sertraline Tabs 100mg 28 

Atorvastatin Tabs 40mg 28 

Betahistine Tabs 16mg 84 

Isosorbide Mononitrate Tabs 10mg 56 

Montelukast Chewable Tabs S/F 5mg 28 

Sertraline Tabs 50mg 28 

Desloratadine Tabs 5mg 30 

Shortage Report 
 
Wavedata have added a shortage report to their Wavedata Live service at 
Wavedata.net. 
 
Subscribers can see products labelled as ‘limited availability’ with highest inci-
dence shown at the top of the list.  
 
See option 4 once you have logged in. 
 
http://www.wavedata.net/ 

Primary Care Rebate Schemes (PCRS) 
 

Support to the NHS for rebate schemes in Primary care 

 

Legal issues may cause reluctance to get involved 
 
http://www.lpp.nhs.uk/_store/documents/principleswithlegalimplicationsofprimarycarerebateschemesfinal2012pdf.pdf 


